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BECOME AN ORGANIC CERTIFIED OPERATION 

STEP 1: DEVELOP AN ORGANIC SYSTEM PLAN THE ORGANIC SYSTEM PLAN IS THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE ORGANIC CERTIFICATION PROCESS. CREATED BY THE 

PRODUCER OR HANDLER SEEKING CERTIFICATION, IT DETAILS HOW AN 

OPERATION WILL COMPLY WITH THE REGULATIONS BASED ON ITS UNIQUE 

CHARACTERISTICS. 

STEP 2: IMPLEMENT THE ORGANIC SYSTEM PLAN. HAVE IT REVIEWED BY A 

CERTIFYING AGENT 

ORGANIC OPERATIONS ARE CERTIFIED BY ACCREDITED CERTIFICATION AGENCIES. 

CERTIFYING AGENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT ORGANIC 

PRODUCTS MEET ALL ORGANIC STANDARDS. 

STEP 3: RECEIVE INSPECTION. EVERY OPERATION THAT APPLIES FOR ORGANIC 

CERTIFICATION IS FIRST INSPECTED ON SITE BY A CERTIFYING AGENT. THESE 

COMPREHENSIVE TOP-TO-BOTTOM INSPECTIONS DIFFER IN SCOPE DEPENDING ON 

THE FARM OR FACILITY. 

STEP 4: HAVE A CERTIFYING AGENT REVIEW THE INSPECTION REPORT. THE 

INSPECTOR PRESENTS FINDINGS TO THE CERTIFYING AGENT FOLLOWING 

OBSERVATION OF PRACTICES ON THE FARM OR FACILITY AS THEY COMPARE TO 

THE ORGANIC SYSTEM PLAN. IN ADDITION TO THE INSPECTION POINTS MENTIONED 

ABOVE, THE INSPECTOR ALSO PRESENTS AN ASSESSMENT OF THE RISK OF 

CONTAMINATION FROM PROHIBITED MATERIALS AND MIGHT EVEN TAKE SOIL, 

TISSUE OR PRODUCT SAMPLES AS NEEDED. THE INSPECTOR ALSO ANALYSES 

POTENTIAL HAZARDS AND CRITICAL CONTROL POINTS AND MAKES SURE 

PROCEDURES TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION ARE ADEQUATE.  FROM THERE ALL 

FINDINGS ARE PRESENTED THE CERTIFYING AGENT FOR REVIEW. 

STEP 5: RECEIVE A DECISION FROM THE CERTIFIER. IF AN OPERATION COMPLIES 

WITH THE RULES, THE CERTIFYING AGENT ISSUES AN ORGANIC CERTIFICATE 

LISTING PRODUCTS THAT CAN BE SOLD AS ORGANIC FROM THAT OPERATION. THE 

ORGANIC FARM OR FACILITY CONTINUES TO UPDATE ITS PLAN AS IT MODIFIES ITS 

PRACTICES, AND AN INSPECTION IS DONE AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR TO MAINTAIN 

CERTIFICATION. 

 


